
With the one-year anniversary of
the Museum approaching,

President and CEO Michael
Rosenzweig (MR) and newly appointed
Gwen Goodman Museum Director
and COO Ivy L. Barsky (IB) took time
to reflect on various aspects of the
Museum, including its accomplishments,
future goals and the challenges that
lie ahead.

Q. The Museum had its grand
opening Nov. 13 and then opened to
the public on Nov. 26. In the 11
months since then, what do you
think have been the Museum’s
biggest achievements?

MR. Our biggest achievement, I
think, has been meeting and exceeding the high expecta-
tions people had for this Museum. There was a great deal
of fanfare about this institution—the only one anywhere
dedicated exclusively to telling the story of the American
Jewish experience, from 1654 to the present—and people
expected it to be extraordinary. That was a very tall order,
and I am delighted that visitors seem to believe over-
whelmingly that we succeeded.

Q. What has been the most gratifying Museum experience
for you since its opening?

MR. Speaking with visitors, especially non-Jewish visitors,
and hearing first-hand how many of them see in the story
we tell profound reflections of their own stories. Visitors
come away from our Museum with a deep sense of the
common values and experiences all Americans share,
which is especially moving given the sometimes divisive
and hostile nature of our civic discourse these days.

Q. What were your major accomplishments at the
Museum of Jewish Heritage?

IB. I was at the Museum of Jewish Heritage—A Living
Memorial to the Holocaust for almost 15 years, so it’s a
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The National Museum of American
Jewish History sits on Independence

Mall in Philadelphia, a physical reminder
of the blood, sweat and tears of its
founding father, George Ross.

But the building’s soul, its enduring lega-
cy, comes from the hundreds and thou-
sands of visitors to the Museum who
come away with an appreciation for the
American Jewish experience and the
opportunities provided by the American
Dream.

Mr. Ross, the Museum’s Co-Chairman,
who died in July at age 77, embodied that
Dream. A second-generation American,

he went from manager at Sears, Roebuck
& Co. to senior partner at Goldman
Sachs, and was named one of the firm’s
youngest partners in 1971.

“George told me that Goldman Sachs
looked like a better opportunity than
Sears, where he had worked. He was
right!” said his longtime friend and
Goldman Sachs partner Richard
Menschel at the memorial service held
for Mr. Ross at the Museum, attended by
more than 700 people.

“George, as many of you know, never let
go, and when he thought a graduate
student was right, he and his partner,

(continued on page 2)

George Ross spoke at the September 2007 groundbreaking of the Museum,
stating, “We’re doing something important on this sacred ground.”

A

Michael Oren (third from left), Israeli Ambassador to the United States, recently visited the
Museum with Daniel Kutner, Consul General of Israel to the Mid-Atlantic Region of the
United States. They were given a tour of the Museum by Michael Rosenzweig, Museum
President and CEO, and Ivy L. Barsky, the Gwen Goodman Museum Director and COO.
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President’s Message
Michael Rosenzweig

Museum Direction Mapped Out
(continued from page 1)

OOne of the most enjoyable aspects of my job is
the opportunity to talk about the Museum to

communities and individual supporters across the
country. I have had the privilege of speaking to
community groups recently in California, Georgia,
Michigan and Tennessee, in addition to the many
I meet with regularly in Greater Philadelphia, and
the many more we welcome virtually daily to the
Museum.

I have also met one-on-one recently with Museum
supporters in California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois,
Maryland, Michigan, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Tennessee, Washington, DC and,
believe it or not, Israel. Two things are striking
about these visits: First, support for the Museum
is both deep and wide, spanning the country (and,
indeed, the globe). Second, historical societies,
synagogue groups, Federations and others are
intensely interested in the details of our Museum—
our exhibition, our programs and cultural events,
our educational mission and our vision for the
future. Put differently, it is clear from my many
conversations with groups and individuals that, 11
months after opening our spectacular new Museum
on Independence Mall, we are seen as a national
destination museum of distinction and excellence,
a unique, and uniquely important, institution that
tells a story told nowhere else in a compellingly
engaging way.

These achievements are not to be taken lightly.
When the Museum’s Board of Trustees decided to
expand the small gem that was the National
Museum of American Jewish History, the dream
of creating a truly national museum that would
draw visitors and supporters form every part of
the country seemed more than audacious. But the
Board’s astonishing tenacity in pursuit of its
vision ultimately produced the Museum that has
already welcomed more than 100,000 visitors, has
nearly 20,000 members from all 50 states, and
has a core exhibition that has received virtually
unanimous praise from both serious museum
critics and the public.

I am privileged to work with our extraordinarily
talented and dedicated staff and our deeply
committed and generous Board and supporters.
We are all so fortunate to be part of an enterprise
that is preserving and telling such an important
story.

I wish all of you a happy, healthy and peaceful
Shanah Tova.

little difficult to distill. And of course, all museum
work is a group effort, so it’s especially hard to
single out “my” accomplishments. We created one
of the great museum education departments
anywhere. In addition to an extremely effective
core exhibition, we created several world class
special exhibitions such as Ours to Fight For:
American Jews in the Second World War and Woman of
Letters: Ir ène Némirovsky and Suite Française, among
others. We trained, nurtured, and mentored a gen-
eration of young museum, education, and Jewish
world professionals. We were able to preserve and
share the precious legacies of thousands of
Holocaust survivors.

Q. Do you think Jewish museums have a different
role than other museums?

IB. I think all museums have a very special place in
the world right now. People are hungry for genuine
social interactions and the encounters with authentic
artifacts, documents, and stories. Museums are
unique in providing those opportunities. Jewish
museums in particular have become a safe space for
visitors—Jews and non-Jews—to look at Jewish
life, history, and tradition in an unthreatening,
non-judgmental place. Jews of all denominations,
Jews who would never walk into a synagogue,
interfaith families, all have a place here.

Q. What are some of the challenges the Museum
faces?

MR. As with other non-profits, one of our most
significant challenges is ensuring our sustainability
in a particularly difficult economic climate. We
need to raise more than half of our budget annually
and, at the same time, grow our endowment quickly
so that it will soon generate annual income
sufficient to support our operations. That is a very
challenging assignment.

Another challenge is maintaining the freshness and
excitement of our Museum. Our core exhibition
has been a huge success in both critical and popular
terms, but we must work hard to maintain the
interest of visitors over time. We are working on a
series of very engaging special exhibitions that we
believe will be quite attractive to visitors, even
those who have seen our core exhibition more
than once.

Q. What opportunities and challenges brought
you to the National Museum of American Jewish
History?

IB. We are a new institution with a unique mission

and the most powerful location in American history.
There are incredible opportunities for special
exhibitions, public programs and other forms of
interpreting the core ideas engrained in the mission,
and a robust education program to be developed.
I’m looking forward to working with this remarkably
talented staff and dedicated Board to build on the
success NMAJH is already enjoying.

Q. What prompted your entrance into the
Museum field?

IB. I didn’t expect to be in the museum field.
Although I had always loved museums, it never
occurred to me as a career option. When I was in
graduate school at the University of Pennsylvania
for art history, I started working at the Philadelphia
Museum of Art and became very interested in the
public reception of art and history. The possibility
of addressing an audience beyond the academic
one became more and more appealing.

Q. What do you want the visitor experience to be?

MRR.. We are first and foremost an educational
institution, so more than anything we are determined
to succeed in educating about the American Jewish
story by making our visitor experience engaging
and immersive, one that grabs and maintains the
visitor’s interest. That is why we include 30 original
films and 13 interactive displays in our exhibition.
We designed the exhibition very carefully to
engage visitors in a way that many history museums
do not.

Q. What do you want the visitor experience to be?

IB. The most important thing for me is to deeply
engage visitors in our subject matter and for them
to recognize themselves and find stories that have
resonance for them and their lives. I want the
visitor to leave here inspired by, and appreciative
of, the story of freedom and curious to learn and
think more—about Jewish history, American history,
immigration, and the blessings and challenges of
being a citizen in a democracy.

Q. How do you want the Museum thought of
five years from now?

MR. We want to be known as one of the leading
national destination museums in this country and a
renowned and vital center of Jewish education and
Jewish cultural life. Less than a year from our opening,
I am happy to say that we are well on our way to
achieving that goal.



MMuseum Co-Chairman George Ross, who died
in July, was a lifelong friend of mine. We

met in the schoolyard of our elementary school in
West Philadelphia. I could never have dreamed of
the impact that he would have on my life.

George was unique in many ways. He was a fiscal
conservative, a budget-conscious businessman
and he was also a risk taker—a rare combination
and at the same time, he was entrepreneurial. I
remember when he was Chairman of Drexel
University and the Bulletin property became
available, I told him they should buy it. Drexel
was far from flush. George saw the strategic need
for Drexel to control that property and convinced
the Board to agree to the purchase and we
bought the property – a gutsy move by a fiscally
conservative Chairman – a great move for Drexel.

Approximately 70 years after we first met, we
partnered together on the final stages of the new
National Museum of American Jewish History
when he asked me to join him as Co-Chairman.

We both realized that we had an opportunity to
do a world-class project in an irreplaceable location.

As I said in my eulogy for him at the memorial
service held at the Museum, “Not only did we
have the best site, the best architect and designer,
we had the absolute best fundraiser. George,
almost by himself, raised the funds necessary to
complete this project. He used his relationships to
share his passion for this wonderful project and
even with our economic challenges was able to
exceed our goal: An exceptional piece of work for
what we all believe will be a legacy project on a
site which will be here for hundreds of years.”

Just to show you his passion for this Museum,
several days before he passed away, George, Lyn
[his wife and fellow Museum Trustee] and I were
working on a game plan to raise endowment
funds to help defray our costs of operations.

We will miss him greatly. He is irreplaceable. He
pushed us but he pushed himself more. He was a
true leader because he led by example.

Goodbye Dear Friend. Your sweet life was too
short – we wanted more.

Chairman’s Message
Ronald Rubin
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It’s a celebration of firsts.

The theme of the National Museum of American
Jewish History’s Only in America® Gala is “Look
Who’s Turning 1,” and it will be a celebration of the
Museum’s first birthday, highlighting the events,
milestones and accomplishments of the Museum.

The Gala Co-Chairs are Lisa Popowich and Kent
Gushner.

Among the milestones that will be celebrated at the
Gala and in the Gala Album will be the Museum’s
first visitors, the first artifact accessioned after the
Museum opened, and the first celebrities to visit.

The Gala will be held Saturday, November 12, at
the Museum, and it will mark another first: The
first Gala to be held in the Museum’s new building.

“Now, more than ever, the Museum merits our
investment in its first year of operation, an important
time in its growth and development. The Gala will
support the Museum’s thought-provoking exhibitions,
permanent collection and education and cultural
missions,” Ms. Popowich said.

“People should get their tickets as soon as possible,”
Mr. Gushner said. “We know it is going to be a very
popular and successful Gala. People will want to
support the Museum, which is quickly becoming a
Philadelphia and national landmark. I can imagine
how spectacular and inspirational it will be to be
looking over Independence Mall at the Gala and
celebrating the Museum and the freedoms that led
to its creation.”

Lisa Popowich is president and owner of Think
Tank, Inc., a worldwide company devoted to the
design and manufacturing of jewelry and watch
products for domestic and international sales. Both

Doc Tock® and Tricked Out Time® are trademarks
of Think Tank. Think Tank has offices in
Philadelphia and Asia.

A longtime Museum Trustee, Ms. Popowich is the
Museum’s secretary and serves on its education,
marketing and public program committees. She
served as Creative Director of the Museum’s Grand
Opening Gala in November.

Ms. Popowich serves on the Board of Trustees of
Peace and Love, whose mission is to serve as a
collaborative social cause marketing platform
committed to the positive promotion of world
peace and non-violence. She is a member of the
National Association of Female Executives and the
Parents Association of Brandeis University.

A member of the World Retail Hall of Fame, Mr.
Gushner is the third-generation President of Boyds,
the iconic men’s and women’s luxury clothing store
in Center City, Philadelphia. Among his many
community activities, he is a member of the
ASPCA, the Haverford School Leadership
Council, Living Beyond Breast Cancer, the
Philadelphia Art Alliance, the Police Athletic
League of Philadelphia, The Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia and the USC Shoah Foundation
Institute.

“With Lisa and Kenny as chairs, the Gala promises
to be incredibly elegant and fun. What a way to
spend a beautiful evening and support the good
work of the Museum,” said Ivy L. Barsky, the Gwen
Goodman Museum Director and COO.

For information on the Gala or to purchase tickets,
please call the Development Department at
215.391.4636 or email Jannine Malave Medrana at
jmalave@nmajh.org.

Museum Plans Gala Birthday Celebration
in November

Kent Gushner

Lisa Popowich



NEW BOARD MEMBERS

The National Museum of American Jewish
History’s Board of Trustees has elected five

new members. They are:

Michael Jesselson is the President of Jesselson
Capital Corporation.

Mr. Jesselson worked at Philipp Brothers, an
international trading company, and helped found
their sugar trading department. Afterward, in the
early 1980s, he worked at Salomon Brothers in
their mortgage trading department. Subsequently,
he has been involved in many investment oppor-
tunities. He was a founding investor in
ICQ/Mirabilis, an early Israeli-based internet
company that was successfully sold to AOL. He is
currently involved in many different investments,
primarily in the United States and Israel. Mr.
Jesselson is a long-standing director of American
Eagle Outfitters Inc., and serves as the company’s
lead independent director. Additionally, he is a
member of the Board of Directors of U*tique Inc.
and Express –1 Expedited Solutions Inc.

Mr. Jesselson has numerous non-profit affiliations,
including serving as Chairman of American
Friends of Bar-Ilan University; Co-Chairman of
Shaare Zedek Medical Center Board of Directors
in Jerusalem; Trustee of Yeshiva University and the
American Jewish Historical Society; and a Board
member of SAR Academy, Center for Jewish
History, Leo Baeck Institute, American Jewish
Historical Society, Bezalel Academy of Arts and
Design, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, PEF
Israel Endowment Funds, Manhattan Jewish
Experience, and American Friends of the Israel
Museum. Mr. Jesselson also serves on the
Executive Committee of the UJA Federation of
New York.

Sharon Tobin Kestenbaum is President of Bala
Properties Group, Inc., a commercial real estate
company located in Plymouth Meeting, Pa. Ms.
Kestenbaum has been involved in acquiring,
refinancing, and selling more than $100 million
of commercial real estate as well as managing
over 1 million-square feet of real estate space.

Ms. Kestenbaum previously worked in the real
estate division of Chemical Bank N.Y., where she

specialized in investment banking, lending and
workouts, and before that for Raytheon
Company’s Missile Systems Division’s financial
management training program.

Ms. Kestenbaum serves as President of The
Kestenbaum Family Foundation and is a trustee to
the Tobin Family Foundation. She is Board Vice
President and Development Chairperson for
Children’s Crisis Treatment Center and is on the
Leadership Council for The Wistar Institute, both
in Philadelphia, Pa.

Ms. Kestenbaum was graduated from the Wharton
School, majoring in real estate and with a bachelor
of science degree in finance. Subsequently, Ms.
Kestenbaum earned a master’s degree in business
administration from the Wharton School, majoring
in real estate and entrepreneurial management.

Anne Welsh McNulty is co-founder and
Managing Partner of JBK Partners, with businesses
including investment management and a private
philanthropic foundation. Before starting JBK
Partners, Ms. McNulty was a Managing Director
of Goldman Sachs and a senior executive of the
Goldman Sachs Hedge Fund Strategies Group.

She serves on the Boards of Trustees of the Wharton
School of the University of Pennsylvania, and
Villanova University, where she chairs the
Investment Committee. She is also a member of
the Board of Directors of the Aspen Institute, the
Metropolitan Opera of New York and the Child
Mind Institute in New York.

In addition, Ms. McNulty is a Trustee of the
Naples Winter Wine Festival, benefiting children’s
charities in Collier County, Fla. Ms. McNulty
earned her M.B.A. in finance and insurance from
the Wharton School and was valedictorian of her
class at Villanova University.

Daniel Promislo spent most of his career as a
partner at the law firm of Wolf, Block, Schorr and
Solis-Cohen, specializing in corporate law.
Several years after retiring from the practice of
law, Mr. Promislo returned to the firm for three
years as the Managing Director.

He founded and served as President/Director of

the Institute for Paralegal Training, the first para-
legal school in the U.S. He also founded
Historical Souvenir Company, and continues to
serve as its President as well as President of its
affiliated company, Historical Documents Co.

Mr. Promislo is currently on the Board of RAIT
Financial Trust, the Advisory Board of the College
of Arts & Sciences of Drexel University, and the
Board of the Philadelphia Jewish Sports Hall of
Fame. He previously served as Chairman of the
Board of WHYY, Inc., the Philadelphia Drama
Guild, and the Philadelphia International Program
for Youth Leaders and Social Workers.

Mr. Promislo was graduated from Drexel University
and also the University of Pennsylvania Law
School, where he was magna cum laude, Order of
the Coif, and Article and Project Editor of the
Law Review.

Ira Saligman runs a boutique real estate invest-
ment firm, Saligman Capital, which concentrates
on properties in the Pennsylvania-New Jersey
area. He has more than 25 years hands-on
commercial real estate experience in numerous
property types, including retail, industrial, office,
multi-family, and mobile home communities.

Prior to starting Saligman Capital, Mr. Saligman
was in the finance and acquisitions group at
Preferred Real Estate, where he oversaw the
underwriting, leasing and financing of “difficult to
finance” repositioning projects.

Mr. Saligman holds an M.B.A. from Emory
University in Atlanta. Prior to earning his M.B.A.,
he was a naval aviator and flew the S3B “Viking”
torpedo bomber and electronic intelligence aircraft
aboard the U.S.S. America (CV-66). Mr.
Saligman’s service in the United States Navy
includes Operation Desert Storm.

Mr. Saligman chairs the Investment Committee of
the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia, and
is active on the board of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Philadelphia’s Real Estate Affinity Group,
and in Federation Housing. He is also a den master
of his son’s Cub Scout troop.

New Trustees Named to Museum’s Board

Michael Jesselson Sharon Tobin Kestenbaum Anne Welsh McNulty Daniel Promislo Ira Saligman
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Donor Options
The National Museum of American Jewish

History has created a number of donor funds
that will allow supporters to contribute to specific
areas of the Museum’s operations. These new
funds, which complement the Annual Fund, are
critical to the Museum’s continuing success,
according to Museum President and CEO Michael
Rosenzweig.

“Annual Fund gifts provide vital support for the
Museum’s exhibitions, educational activities and
public programs, and ensure our future as a lively
center connecting people and ideas for generations
to come,” Mr. Rosenzweig said.

Mr. Rosenzweig noted that some donors have
specific interests, and the new donor funds provide
an opportunity for those supporters to contribute
to those areas.

Among the new funds are:

School Outreach Fund – schools unable to visit
the Museum due to the cost of transportation
and admission will be subsidized by generous
donors totally or in part, based on need.

Artifact Preservation Fund – these funds will
ensure the preservation of the Museum’s artifact
collection. This includes conservation treatments
and protective housing and supplies that will
ensure that future generations will continue to
learn about American Jewish history through the
Museum’s extensive artifact collection.

Internship Fund – the Museum is developing an
internship program that will meet the needs and
interests of college students who want to learn
about some aspect of American Jewish history, or
about working in a non-profit organization,
particularly a museum. By working side by side
with staff, students will have the opportunity to
contribute to the Museum and enhance their
personal growth.

The Museum also offers tribute gift opportunities,
allowing supporters to honor someone or make a
donation in memory of a loved one or celebrate
the birth of a child, b’nai mitzvah, milestones,
marriages and anniversaries. Special cards,
highlighting Museum artifacts, are sent to those
in whose name the gift is purchased.

To learn more about the NMAJH Annual Fund,
our new donor funds, tribute gift opportunities
or other ways to support the Museum, contact
Cobi Weissbach, the Museum’s Associate
Director of Development, at 215.391.4651 or
cweissbach@nmajh.org.

All gifts are tax-deductible.

Charles Bronfman became the first Chairman
of the United Jewish Communities (today,

The Jewish Federations of North America) in
1999. He is currently Co-Chairman of Taglit-
Birthright Israel. A member of the Bronfman
family, most well-known for their ownership of
The Seagram Company, he and his children
and their relatives are leading philanthropists
in both the Jewish and non-Jewish worlds.

So, his Founding Gift to the National Museum
of American Jewish History, made after a recent
visit, is an important endorsement. The gift by
The Andrea and Charles Bronfman Philanthropies
will help underwrite costs associated with
public school class trips to the Museum.

“I think it’s a wonderful thing for young people
to see other peoples’ cultures, particularly that
of the Jews in the United States, their trials and
tribulations, their successes and failures,” Mr.
Bronfman said.

He said he made the gift, in part, because he
wants the Museum to be “a place for blacks and
whites, Hispanics, Asians, Jews and Gentiles,
for everyone. I’d hate to see the Museum as a
place for Jews only.”

While visiting the Museum, Mr. Bronfman
noted an aspect of the Museum that he valued
was its interactive media. Mr. Bronfman said
that he liked to learn experientially “and I think
kids like to learn experientially, too.”

The Museum has 13 interactive media experiences,
designed to engage visitors in the history of
Jews in America and to make the American
Jewish experience relevant and accessible to
people of all ages and from all backgrounds.

One is the “Immigrant Experience,” in which
visitors have the opportunity to take on the role
of an immigrant arriving in America and under-
going the inspection process, learning about
the experience of entering the United States in
the early 20th century in a direct and personal
way – through persona-based role-playing.
Visitors are linked to the journeys of one of four
immigrant characters based on actual Jewish
immigrants who came through Ellis Island and
other U.S. ports of entry.

Another is the Contemporary Issues Forum™, a
unique multimedia installation that allows
visitors to participate in a vigorous discussion
about some of the most important issues facing
the American Jewish community and the world
today. The Forum enables visitors to opine on

current events and, in the spirit of opinion,
insight and debate that typifies democracy,
America, and the American-Jewish experience,
provide their points of view on complex and
provocative topics.

“The Museum has a wonderful design. It’s the
only institution of its type,” Mr. Bronfman said.
“I’m looking forward to seeing it evolve into a
world-renowned institution and realize its
vision as a learning institution.”

Educators should contact Johanna Moss, the
Museum’s Education Associate, at 215.391.4645
or jmoss@nmajh.org, to plan a visit.

FOUNDING DONORS

Freedom Wall Reflects
Ideals of Liberty
Major Donors who make minimum gifts of
$100,000 will be inscribed on the Freedom
Wall of Honor, which is prominently located
in the Museum’s entrance foyer. The names
of these leadership donors will become a
permanent presence on Independence Mall,
a proud and public expression of their
commitment to the ideals of liberty and to
the continuity of the American Jewish
experience. For information on being
inscribed on the Museum’s Wall of Honor,
contact Cobi Weissbach, the Museum’s
Associate Director of Development, at
215.391.4651 or cweissbach@nmajh.org

The Andrea and Charles Bronfman
Philanthropies

Charles Bronfman
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MUSEUM NEWS

California Beaming

After attending the Museum’s Grand Opening, Shirley
and Saul Turteltaub hosted a luncheon in their home in
Beverly Hills. “The luncheon was a terrific opportunity
to expose the Museum to folks in the Los Angeles area,
and I must say that it was gratifying how interested they
were,” said Museum President and CEO Michael
Rosenzweig (center) with host Saul Turteltaub (left)
and television host and producer Monty Hall. “We are
grateful to the Turteltaubs for hosting us so graciously
and providing that opportunity.”

Shirley and Saul Turteltaub (right) with guest Herb
Glazer. Among the shows Saul Turteltaub produced were
Sanford and Son and Kate and Allie.

Friends and Museum Supporters Pay Tribute to George Ross

Lyn, would do a full-court press. This included a
Sunday brunch with smoked salmon, white fish,
bagels and it didn’t matter if the student was a
Mormon, Catholic, or a Jew.

“Although George wanted students to come to
Philadelphia, he freely introduced people to
other offices. George spent time with young
people and he helped them to grow. Over time
Philadelphia alumni managed St. Louis, Miami,
San Francisco, capital markets, New York sales
and several top fixed income positions.”

That he was a wonderful mentor was well-known
to everyone at the memorial service. When his
son Michael asked those in the room who had
been mentored by Mr. Ross to stand up, it’s not
an exaggeration to say more than half the people
at the service rose from their chairs.

Mr. Ross’s tenacity and his drive were noted by
many speakers, and is evidenced by the Museum
itself, an institution that many said could not be
built. The Museum has been a critical and popular
success and in his role as the Museum’s Capital
Campaign Chairman, Mr. Ross is credited with
almost single-handedly raising $154 million for
its construction, $4 million above its goal.

“George was the central, driving force behind
the Museum. He was utterly unique in his passion
for this institution,” said Museum President and
CEO Michael Rosenzweig. “George and his wife,
Lyn, together simply decided to dedicate them-
selves completely to raising the money needed
to build the Museum. They were an absolutely
astonishing team.”

Joe Neubauer, Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer of Aramark, said, “He would recount with
glee how many times he visited potential donors

for a favored project. He
would say, ‘I went to see this
person 20 times.’ Just like a
gunslinger counting the
notches on his belt. And
you knew very well, that if it
would take 21, or 22, he
would do it again. That’s the
kind of persistence that
George had. Everybody
walked away from his table
a winner. The Museum is
clearly an example of his last
big win. He understood the
transformative power of art
and culture for everybody.”

Mr. Ross was also a highly visible and generous
force connected to projects throughout Greater
Philadelphia, Jewish and secular, large and small.
He was a vice president and secretary of the
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia and
was on the board of the Philadelphia Orchestra
since 1985.

In 1985, Mr. Ross co-founded Operation
Understanding with former U.S. Rep. William
Gray. The program brought Jewish and African-
American teenagers together in a summer travel
program designed to build “bridges of under-
standing among future leaders of our community,”
Gray explained to the Jewish Exponent.

It had surprised them both a little to see how
much the organization had flourished at a 25-
year anniversary celebration last fall, Gray said.
“All the kids, black and Jewish, went on to do
exactly what we’d hoped and they stayed close
together,” Gray said.

At his alma mater, Drexel University, Mr. Ross
chaired the Board of Trustees and helped oversee
an expansion. He also was a supporter of Hillel
of Greater Philadelphia and, in 1987, helped
Hillel establish a presence at Drexel University.

Dan Promislo, a Museum Trustee and a student
with Mr. Ross at Drexel, shared a telling story
about his relationship to the university at the
memorial service.

“George came to Drexel, and while no one in
authority encouraged it, George believed he and
the school had entered into a partnership. The
school would provide the education and George
in turn would do his best to make the school
better. Students don’t usually think that way.
Whatever his mind imagined, George had the
initiative, follow-through and know-how to

make it happen. Whether it was a major project such
as creating a Drexel magazine, or a more trivial one
such as a pep rally for the basketball team, George
threw his full energy into it. When he needed the
cooperation of the university, George had no reluctance
to visit the Dean, who incidentally became a lifelong
friend of his, to discuss the state of the school or come
up with a new idea. Some of these ideas were adopted,
much to the amazement of most of the rest of us.”

“He was an unstoppable force,” former Pennsylvania
Governor Ed Rendell told the Jewish Exponent. “We will
miss his commitment, we’ll miss his ability to get
things done, we’ll miss his passion for doing things that
reflect well on all of us. But most of all, we’ll miss the
example he set.”George and Lyn Ross with Walter Cronkite.

(continued from page 1)
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(continued from back page)

students to present their work.

“The concept of stamp artwork is an ideal
format,” said Bruce Wartman, the President
of the school. “It’s a unique piece of art in
its own way, depicting a part of a person’s
life that is distinctive, someone who made
a contribution to American Judaism and
American society. It’s presented in a way
that most people would be able to relate
to, and from a creative point of view it was
a big success.”

Wartman said the research the
project required also engaged
students. “Each of the members
of the gallery has a fascinating
story. Their lives really opened
up the students’ eyes. The students
became more enlightened about another
culture,” he said.

Continuing, Wartman said, “the reception
the Museum had for the students was just
so gratifying for them. More than producing
a grade, it gave them a sense of accom-
plishment.”

“The creators and supporters of the
Museum envisioned it as a place where
students from all backgrounds could learn
about the contributions of American Jews
and how American freedom provides
opportunities for all people to achieve
great things. To see this vision realized in
such creative ways is gratifying,” said Ed
Snider, Chairman of Comcast-Spectacor
and the major benefactor of the Only in
America® Gallery/Hall of Fame.

The 18 individuals featured in the Only in
America® Gallery/Hall of Fame are Irving
Berlin, Leonard Bernstein, Louis Brandeis,
Albert Einstein, Mordecai Kaplan, Sandy
Koufax, Estée Lauder, Emma Lazarus, Isaac
Leeser, Golda Meir, Jonas Salk, Menachem
Mendel Schneerson, Rose Schneiderman,
Isaac Bashevis Singer, Steven Spielberg,
Barbra Streisand, Henrietta Szold and
Isaac Mayer Wise.

The Only in America® Gallery/Hall of Fame
features major original films, iconic artifacts
and an interactive database. It celebrates
the lives and achievements of 18 individuals
who exemplify a central theme of the
Museum: that a hallmark of the American
experience has been an unparalleled
opportunity to aspire, achieve, and possibly
change the world.

Only in America a Lesson Learned

Audrey Angel performing as
Barbra Streisand.

Jael Ellman as Estée Lauder.

Ari Elkins as Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson.

Photos
by
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n

If it’s a spectacular place for a bar or bat mitzvah or wedding
you are looking for, look no further than the National Museum

of American Jewish History. The Museum has quickly become
a popular venue for b’nai mitzvah and other simchas.

In addition, businesses are finding the Museum to be a unique
space for corporate events and meetings, lectures and related
activities.

“The Museum was a wonderful place for our son David’s bar
mitzvah,” said Michele Golkow, whose family celebrated the
first bar mitzvah at the Museum. “The space, with the view
overlooking Independence Mall, is spectacular. Our guests
were able to have cocktails among exhibitions in a unique
lobby area. Afterwards, we enjoyed the dinner dance in a spa-
cious, private room with a beautiful outdoor terrace. Most
importantly, the Museum was a meaningful place to gather
in to celebrate David’s bar mitzvah.“

The Museum has also been the venue of choice for many
organizations sponsoring galas, fundraisers and private parties.

Featuring 20,000-square feet of multipurpose event space on
five floors, a state-of-the-art 200-seat theater and convenient
parking, the Museum offers a spectrum of support services.

To view the Museum’s event spaces, contact Ellen Weiss,
Facilities Rental and Event Planning Manager, at
215.923.3811 x 143 or eweiss@nmajh.org.

Events Have a Home at
the Museum
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The Golkow family celebrates at the Museum.
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2011 FALL CALENDAR OF MUSE

OCTOBER

A SEPHARDIC JOURNEY: FROM
AMSTERDAM TO PHILADELPHIA
(AND PLACES IN BETWEEN)

Sunday, Oct. 9, 2 p.m.
Rembrandt’s Jewish neighbors in Amsterdam
would largely have been Sephardic families (from
Spain and Portugal) who settled in the region
seeking religious tolerance. In this lecture,

William Pencak,
Professor of American
History at
Pennsylvania State
University, looks at the
history of the Sephardic
Diaspora as it crossed
Europe to Amsterdam
in the 16th century and
then to the Americas.
It also spotlights
Philadelphia’s Mikveh
Israel, a Sephardic
Jewish congregation
founded in 1740.

Co-presented with the Philadelphia Museum of Art

Free for members of the Museum and the
Philadelphia Museum of Art and students
Non-members $10

REFLECTIONS OF A JEWISH
SOUTHERNER

Sunday, Oct. 16, 3 p.m.
Eli N. Evans, well-known southern historian
and “master storyteller,” will lecture on south-
ern Jewry and sign copies of his acclaimed
book and classic in the field, The Provincials: A

Personal History of Jews in the
South. Mr. Evans will reflect
on growing up in the South,
share stories of communities,
individuals, and events, and
reveal the deeply intertwined
strands of what he calls a
unique “southern Jewish con-
sciousness.”

Presented with Beth Am Israel and supported by the
Charles & Esther Lee Kimerling Charitable Foundation

Members $5
Non-members $10

RUTH GRUBER:
A CENTENARY CELEBRATION

Sunday, Oct. 23, 2 p.m.
Join Dr. Ruth Gruber
and special guests for
a screening of the
acclaimed documen-
tary about her life,
Ahead of Time, and
remarks from the
centenarian herself,
who turned 100 years
old on Sept 30.

Ruth Gruber didn’t just report the news, she made
it. Dr. Gruber gained unique access and insight
into the modern history of the Jewish people:
Assigned by Harold Ickes, FDR’s secretary of the
interior, she escorted Holocaust refugees to
America. As foreign correspondent for the New
York Herald Tribune, she covered the Nuremberg
trials, documented the journey of the Haganah
ship Exodus, and developed relationships with
world leaders, including Eleanor Roosevelt, Harry
Truman and David Ben-Gurion.

This program is dedicated to the memory of journalist
and music-lover Daniel Pearl.

Members $10
Non-members $12

ONLY IN AMERICA®:
EMMA LAZARUS

Thursday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m.

Happy Birthday, Statue of Liberty! In
October 2011, the Statue of Liberty
turns 125 years old. The Statue has
become the voice of welcome for
generations of immigrants due to
the words of one extraordinary

American Jewish poet: Emma Lazarus.
Lazarus is one of the first 18 Jewish Americans to
be included in the Museum’s Only in America®

Gallery/Hall of Fame, a signature gallery in the
new Museum’s core exhibition showcasing the
challenges and opportunities a select group of
extraordinary Jewish Americans encountered on
the road to remarkable achievement.

Join Lazarus biographer and Princeton University
professor Esther Schor as she explores Lazarus’s
life and writing beyond the words, “Give me your
tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to
breathe free,” inscribed on the Statue of Liberty,
and for which Lazarus is popularly known. Ms.
Schor highlights Lazarus’s unique American
Jewish experiences and identity. Book sales and
author signings will follow.

Ms. Schor is a poet and Professor of English at
Princeton University. Her biography, Emma
Lazarus, won the 2006 National Jewish Book Award.

Schor will be in conversation with Melissa
Martens, curator of Emma Lazarus: Poet of Exiles,
opening Oct. 26 at the Museum of Jewish
Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust
in New York.

Co-sponsored by

Members $5
Non-members $8

NOVEMBER

AMERICA AS HAVEN

Tuesday, Nov. 1, 7 p.m.

In conjunction with The Wilma Theater’s production
of Our Class, America as Haven will examine the
idea and reality of this country as a place where
immigrants can find a new life.

In a conversation moderated
by noted author and Rutgers
University Professor of Jewish
Studies, Jeffrey Shandler, Our
Class Director and Wilma
Artistic Director, Blanka
Zizka, who was born in the
former Czechoslovakia, will
discuss her own experience
alongside Bosnian refugee

and immigration lawyer, Emina Hadzic, and others
with expertise in 20th century immigration.
Actor Michael Rubenfeld from the Wilma’s
production of the play will offer further insights
into the immigrant experience through dramatic
readings of letters from the Museum’s collection.
Complimentary reception follows the discussion

Co-presented with The Wilma Theater and held at the
Museum

Free

I DANCED BECAUSE I WANTED TO
SAY SOMETHING - Anna Sokolow

Sunday, Nov. 20, 3 p.m.

Inspired by her book, Seeing Israeli and Jewish
Dance, a remarkable exploration of the diversity
of dance in Judaism, choreographer, dancer and
scholar Judith Brin Ingber will explore the history
of Jewish dance in America through a unique
program that features discussions and performances
by contributing writers and performers.

Ingber navigates American Jewish dance from
Anna Sokolow’s famous post-WW II piece,

Portrait of a Young Jew, c.
1648. Rembrandt Harmensz
van Rijn, Dutch. Oil on panel,
Berlin Gemäldegalerie

We invite you to join the Museum in the months ahead for provocative, thought-provoking and fun programs that will immerse
participants in 350 years of American Jewish history while looking toward the future.

National Park Service
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UM PROGRAMS
Kaddish, to be performed by young Jewish
dancer, Hadassah Segal, to Douglas
Rosenberg, a modern artist and teacher
well-known for his video dance collabora-
tions with contemporary choreographers.
Respected dance ethnographer Jill Gellerman
will share her extraordinary research on women
and dance in the Lubavitch community.

Audience members will be able to participate
in a demonstration dance and lesson. Book
signing will follow.

Members $5
Non-members $10

COMING IN DECEMBER
S AV E T H E D AT E S

TASTE OF LIMMUD
Saturday, Dec. 10

AMERICAN JEWS AND THE
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
Sunday, Dec. 11

Co-sponsored by

GRACE PALEY: COLLECTED
SHORTS (USA, 2010, 75 minutes)
Philadelphia Film Premiere
Tuesday, Dec. 13

Film provided by The National Center for
Jewish Film

BEING JEWISH AT CHRISTMAS
Sunday, Dec. 25

PHILADELPHIA
JEWISH FILM
FESTIVAL

Where I Stand:
The Hank Greenspun Story
(USA, 2008, 98 minutes)

Sunday, Nov. 6, 2:30 p.m.
At the Prince Music Theater

The true story of a real American Jewish
hero – Hank ‘Indiana’ Greenspun, whose
colorful life included murderous mobsters
and transporting contraband military equip-
ment during Israel’s War of Independence.

Sponsored by the National Museum of American
Jewish History, Comcast-Spectacor and The
Borowsky Family Foundation

Remembrance (Die verlorene Zeit)
(Germany, 2011, 105 minutes, in English,
German, and Polish w/English subtitles )

Wednesday, Nov. 9, 7 p.m.
At the Museum

In this heartfelt journey through remem-
brance and reconciliation a Holocaust survivor
living in 1970s New York confronts the
memories of her love for a Polish partisan,
played by special guest Mateusz Damięcki,
Polish television and movie star.

Sponsored by the National Museum of American
Jewish History and Suzanne and Norman Cohn

Jews and Baseball
(USA, 2010, 91 minutes)

Wednesday, Nov. 16, 7 p.m.
At the Museum

Seamlessly weaving archival
footage, photographs and
inverviews (including a rare
interview with Sandy
Koufax), Jews and Baseball
examines the cultural importance
of the game for American integration and over-
coming antisemitism. Narrated by Dustin
Hoffman.

Sponsored by the National Museum of American
Jewish History and the Philadelphia Jewish
Sports Hall of Fame

The Art of Being Jewish in the City:
a year-long exploration of Jews, urbanism

and the arts.

As part of The Art of Being Jewish in the City, the Museum will
host a week-long exploration of the politics and culture of
Jewish urban life.

Aesthetics, Identity, Politics: From Black Power to
Jewish Radicalism - Lecture
Tuesday, Nov. 29, 7 p.m.

Noted scholar Michael E. Staub, Professor of English, Baruch
College, City University of New York, will offer an engaging
presentation about Jewish radicalism.

Mr. Staub is the author of numerous books on social change,
including The Crisis of Jewish Liberalism in Postwar America, The
Jewish 1960s: An American Sourcebook, and Madness Is
Civilization: When the Diagnosis was Social, 1948-1980
(University of Chicago Press, forthcoming.)

Young, Jewish, and Activist – Panel Discussion
Wednesday, Nov. 30, 7 p.m.

Four young adult Jewish activists will consider how their Jewish
origins and identities shape their engagement and activism.

At Home in Utopia - Film
(USA, 2008, 57 minutes)
Thursday, Dec. 1, 7 p.m.

Jewish garment workers catapulted themselves out of the urban
slums and ghettos by pooling their resources and building
cooperatively owned and run apartment houses in the Bronx.
At Home in Utopia captures their epic struggle across two
generations as they tried to build an equitable and just society.
The program includes a conversation with filmmaker Ellen
Brodsky and film subject Yok Ziebel.

Story Circles: Documenting Radical Philadelphia
Friday, Dec. 2, 2 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 4, 4:30 p.m.

Here is your chance to be part of documenting a formative and
vital element of Jewish Philadelphia, by bringing your own
memories and stories from radical Jewish communities in
Philadelphia. The Story Circles will seed an oral history archive
that will help to pass the radical Jewish tradition onto the next
generations.

Museum visitors are also invited to share their stories using the
It’s Your Story™ oral history booths.

East Towards Home – Performance
Sunday, Dec. 4, 2 p.m.

Theater artist Billy Yalowitz will present a staged reading of his
play, East Towards Home, a journey into the radical left-wing
culture of New York City and beyond, as the culminating event
of the week-long The Art of Being Jewish in the City residency.

Co-presented with Temple University’s Tyler School of Art.

The Art of Being Jewish in the City is presented by Temple
University’s Feinstein Center for American Jewish History in col-
laboration with the Museum and the Gershman Y.

See www.nmajh.org/publicprograms for ticketing information.

Anna Sokolow in The Exile
Barbara Morgan, 1939
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For program details and to purchase tickets, visit nmajh.org/publicprograms. Questions?

Call 215.923.3811 x 110 or email programs@nmajh.org.
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More Than 1,000 Artifacts Donated to Museum

ACCESSIONS

The Museum received more than 1,050 artifacts from 131
donors during 2010. The Museum gratefully acknowledges

these contributions that are integral to our telling the story of
more than 350 years of American Jewish history.

“As an institution that seeks to represent the Americana Jewish
experience in all its diversity, we could not fulfill our mission
without the generosity of our many constituents. With these arti-
facts come stories—those wonderful testaments to achievement
and struggle, to culture and tradition, and most of all to history—
that are the very building blocks of our collection and the core
exhibition,” said Dr. Josh Perelman, the Museum’s Chief Curator
and Director of Exhibitions and Collections.

If you have an artifact you would like the Museum to consider
for donation, please contact Rebecca Levine, the Museum’s
Associate Registrar, at rlevine@nmajh.org or at 215.391.4659

Here Comes The Bridal Dress

It was 1936. Evelyn was 16 and Sephardic, Max was 20 and
Ashkenazic. She lived in the Bronx. He was from the Lower

East Side. They met at a dance, and like Maria and Tony in West
Side Story, it was love at first sight.

But it was four years before they
could marry, due to her age and
the family tradition that dictated
her two older sisters had to marry
first. But love prevailed and the
couple married in December
1940.

Her father, Daniel, had emigrated
from Salonika, Greece, with his
wife, Lucy, for a better life in
America. By the time Evelyn
married, her father had done well
enough to purchase her wedding
gown.

It was a very popular gown.

Some of Evelyn’s friends couldn’t
afford to buy a wedding gown.
Others didn’t have time to find
one because their husbands-to-be
were shipping out for military
service.

“While mom loved that gown,
she was more proud of the fact that 21 brides borrowed it,” said
Julie Barri, Evelyn’s daughter, of Encino, California. “When you
examine the dress very closely, you can see some of the places
where the dress had been let out to fit brides of other sizes,” said
Ms. Barri, who recently donated her mother’s wedding gown,
wedding portrait and family Bible to the Museum.

“Like so many of the best artifacts in our collection, Evelyn’s
gown allows us to tell her personal story and a communal story,

simultaneously,” said Ivy L. Barsky, the Gwen Goodman Museum
Director and CEO. “We’re honored to preserve the dress and be
the custodians for it and the related family stories.”

Museum Home to Hall of Famer

Sid Gillman was the first coach to win divisional titles in both
the National Football League and the American Football

League. His team, the San Diego Chargers, won the AFL
championship in 1973. He was the American Football

Conference Coach
of the Year in 1974
and is recognized
as the authority on
football passing
theories and tactics.
Those accomplish-
ments, and more,
got him into the
Pro Football Hall
of Fame.

His four children,
undeniably proud
of him and his
accomplishments,
recently donated
the plaques Mr.
Gillman received
for his induction
into the Pro

Football Hall of Fame and to The Ohio State University Sports
Hall of Fame to the Museum.

“We wanted to share his accomplishments with people,” said his
daughter, Bobbe Gillman Korbin of Los Angeles. “We’re proud of
him for having been an honorable man and proud of him for
being a Jewish man who made it to the pinnacle of his profession.”

As important as Mr. Gillman’s contributions were to football, his
children are equally proud of his stance as a civil rights pioneer.

His daughter remembered that when he was coaching college
ball, her father started a routine the night before a game in which
the whole team went out together for dinner and then to a movie.
In Cincinnati, when his “negro” players were asked to sit upstairs
in the balcony, he gathered the team and left.

Another time, she said, in the early 1960s, when he was with the
Chargers, he was the first professional football coach to have the
players room together by virtue of the position they played, which
meant black and white players together. “No other professional
team ever roomed black and white players together,” she said.

Ms. Korbin also recalled her father as someone who faced, and
persevered, through antisemitism. “Because Ohio State reneged
on an offer of its head coaching job in the early 1950s when they
learned Gillman was Jewish, a few years later, when Dan Reeves,

Gift of the children of Max and Evelyn Weinberg:
Julie Barri, Leonard Weinberg and Leah Bernstein.

Gift of Barbara Korbin, Tom Gillman, Lyle
Gillman and Terry Hill.
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IIt takes eight months to get the right merchandise for the eight days of
Hanukkah.

Since spring, Kristen Kreider,
the Museum Store Director, has
been on the lookout for exclusive
and distinctive traditional and
non-traditional Hanukkah gifts.
And she has found them.

The store has an abundance of
Hanukkiot and Hanukkah
candles, handmade in the
United States as well as Israel,

available at a variety of price
ranges. There are also toy and

collectible dreidels, designer jewelry, books, toys, games and tabletop
gifts from leading designers Michael Aram and Mary Jurich.

“This will be our first full Hanukkah season open in the new Museum
space,” Ms. Kreider said. “We opened just a few days before Hanukkah
last year so we did not have the opportunity to showcase the holiday the
way I would have liked. This December, I really get to push the envelope,”
said Ms. Kreider, the founder of American Pie Contemporary Crafts &
Abode Gallery, former Philadelphia-based award-winning stores known
for their outstanding Judaica.

The Museum Store has been garnering a stellar reputation since its opening.
Hilary Larson wrote in New York’s Jewish Week, “From books of humor to
silver jewelry to a vast array of mezuzot and menorahs, this is one of the
best-curated museum stores around.”

To see some of the many objects the Store carries, visit
www.judaicashop.net.

Ms. Kreider, who provides customized shopping services, can be
reached at 215.923.3811 x 132 or kkreider@nmajh.org.

Museum Store Hopping for Hanukkah Shopping

HHaannddbblloowwnn TTrreeee ooff LLiiffee HHaannuukkkkaahh
bbyy SSaalluussaa GGllaasssswwoorrkkss..

one of the owners of the then Los Angeles Rams, called him up
and offered him the head coaching job, he wanted Dan to know
something,” according to Ms. Korbin. “When Dan asked, ‘what?’
Sid said, ‘I’m Jewish.’ Dan Reeves, an Irish Catholic, replied, ‘well,
maybe that will help.’”

“Sid Gillman was an innovator in ways that went beyond the
game, and obviously one of the football greats,” said Ivy L.
Barsky, the Gwen Goodmann Museum Director and COO. “But,
it is clear that he also exercised Jewish values in his leadership
positions in groundbreaking ways.”

Alliance Diploma Educates About
Immigration

Nathan Langberg was so successful in the insurance business
that he had an eight-bedroom apartment on Riverside Drive

in New York and a full-time maid. But like so many immigrant
children, his roots were more than humble.

His June 28, 1910 diploma from The Education Alliance certifies
the he “completed in a satisfactory manner the prescribed course
of study in Baron de Hirsch English Classes for Immigrant
Children.”

The Educational Alliance was founded in 1889 to help Jewish
immigrants get settled in the United States.

Mr. Langberg was Miriam Grossmann’s sister-in-law’s father.
Miriam and her husband, Saul, recently donated the diploma to
the Museum. “We thought it was a significant example of how
American Jewry adapted to life in this country,” said Mr.
Grossmann, of the Haddon Heights, N.J. couple’s decision to
donate the diploma to the Museum.

Dr. Josh Perelman, the Museum’s Chief Curator and Director of
Exhibitions and Collections, agrees.

“An iconic institution that still exists today, The Educational
Alliance was a bustling center for art, culture, and learning,” said
Dr. Perelman. “Its founders sought to address the economic and
social ills found in America’s urban, working-class neighborhoods
while hoping to make their charges better Americans.

“Immigrants streamed in and out for classes on a range of subjects
from elocution to cooking, and children filled its gymnasiums and
library. Meanwhile, teachers made every attempt to help
immigrants learn how to talk, act, dress, look, and cook like
Americans,” he said.

“We are thrilled that the Grossmanns chose the Museum as the
home for this diploma,” Dr. Perelman said.

Gift of Miriam and Saul Grossmann.
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Students Learn Lessons of Only In America

CH A N G E SE RV I C E RE Q U E S T E D

Academy Award-winning filmmaker
Steven Spielberg (right) points out his

first 8mm camera to Comcast
Corporation Chairman and CEO Brian L.

Roberts during a recent visit to the
National Museum of American Jewish

History. The camera appears in the
Museum’s Only in America® Gallery/

Hall of Fame, which showcases the
challenges and opportunities a select

group of extraordinary Jewish Americans,
including Mr. Spielberg, encountered on

the road to remarkable achievement.

Have you heard of Isaac
Leeser? Well, Isaac Leeser

was an author, translator, and
he created the Jewish press
of America!”
If you haven’t heard of
Leeser, a pre-eminent mid-
19th century Jewish leader,
don’t worry. You are not
alone. Neither had Eliana
Estrada or her 17 fifth-grade
classmates at Temple Israel
of Hollywood Day School,
in Los Angeles, who were
each assigned a report on
one of the 18 Jewish
Americans included in the
Only in America® Gallery/
Hall of Fame in the National
Museum of American Jewish
History’s core exhibition.

Reporting on Leeser’s background and many achievements, Eliana also
wrote, “When Isaac Leeser was 17 years old, he immigrated to America.
Once he reached America he lived with his uncle and went to a private
school. Later on, Isaac Leeser published two books: ‘The Jews and the
Mosaic Law’ and ‘Instruction in the Mosaic Religion.’ He also made the
first Jewish translation of the Bible into English and many Hebrew prayer
books so they could be published in America! Isaac Leeser was the kind of
person who wanted to make a difference for the Jewish religion in
America; he was a Jewish hero.”

Orley Garber, the students’ teacher, said the students not only had to
research and write a report on the individuals they were assigned, but also
had to dress up in character to deliver their findings. “They really got into
the presentation of the people and it was a more authentic assignment for
the students because the individuals are in a museum.”

She said she wanted the students to explore “What makes a hero?”

“If being an expert in your field
and doing it well, someone who
has a vision and uses his or her
skills, is a hero, then the Only in
America® Gallery/Hall of Fame
provided that message that each
student was capable of being
heroic, because all of them have
individual strengths and weak-
nesses,” Ms. Garber said.

Ms. Garber wasn’t the only
educator to recently use the
Only in America® Gallery/Hall of
Fame as a teaching tool.

Students studying graphic
design and illustration in their
junior and senior years at the
Hussian School of Art, located
next to the Museum, created
stamps of the Only in America®

Gallery/Hall of Fame inductees
for a class project. The Museum
then hosted a reception for the

(continued on page 7)
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Hussian School of Art student James Clark with
his design of an Albert Einstein stamp.
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Amanda Rosen as the Statue of Liberty.
Amanda’s report was on Emma Lazarus,
who wrote "Give me your tired, your
poor, your huddled masses yearning to
breathe free," from The New Colossus,
affixed to the Statue of Liberty in 1903.
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